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Dear Members

As I write this the results of the 1993 Crabbe competition have just been
announced; congratulations to the prize-winners and runmers-up - details appear
on the next page. Encouragingly, this year's competition attracted a record
entry and we were also fortunate to have two very prestigious adjudicators,
Anthony Thwaite and Andrew Motion. Disappointingly, Andrew Motion is unable to
attend the Awards meeting at Aldeburgh on 17 October. He has been summoned to
the US to promote his biography of Philip Larkin, but his comments on the
adjudication will be read out, For.-his part, Anthony Thwaite will be talking
about the competition and then reading a selection of his own work, The Awards
meeting is always outstanding so do try and be there. To make it even more of
an occasion, why not have lunch with the Society beforehand (see back page)?

Some news takes time to filter through... It was not until the spring that we
heard of Kay Turner's death some months previously. Kay was one of our few Life
Members, an honour she hugely deserved as her commitment to the Society went
back to its 1952 beginnings. At the Society's inaugural meeting she was elected
Hon. Secretary and although she gave up this office in 1957 she continued to be
an active and enthusiastic member. Kay was a poet, well-known locally for her
dialect poems; she also had several successes in the Crabbe competition, What I
personally remember best about Kay is the delicate flower arrangements she used
to prepare for meetings, especially for the Crabbe Awards. That event was then
held at the Crown and Anchor, Ipswich, and the speakers!'! table was always
decorated with fragrant delights from her cottage garden in Great Bealings,

Those of you who were at the AGM will know that from 1 January 1994 subscriptions
are going up. By way of advance warning: single membership £7, joint (two people

at the same address) £12, portfolio £6. In spite of the increase, our

membership rates are still low and still represent extraordinarily good value.

So please do renew your subscription in the New Year and do advertise the Baciety

As usual, may I remnd you that during the winter the Society continues to meet,
but on a more informal basis in local groups. Details of the groups will be
available at the Crabbe Awards meeting in October,

Finally, as ever, a very sincere thank you to the Committee and other helpers
for their continuing hard work on the Society's behalf.

With all good wishes

@sz_ el




THE 1993 CRABBE MEMORIAL POETRY COMPETITION

The adjudicators, Andrew Motion and Anthony Thwaite, have announced the
following winning and commended poems:

First Prize

Caterpillars Caroline Price, Tunbridge Wells

Second Prize

A Call to my Mother John Watts, Beccles
Third Prize

The Barn Russell Bower, Lowestoft
Commended
She Kissed Like a Scientist - Tom Collingridge, London
Mushroom Magic Marguerite Wood, Woodbridge
Where are now the Children's Graves? David Brinded,
Bungay
Acoustic Neuroma John Watt, Beccles
La Toilette de Venus o Ivy Garlitz, Felixstowe
The Land of Nowhere Else ‘ Vivienne Foster, Lavenham
Lies a Florence G Cox, Felixstowe

There were 442 entries.

The prizes will be awarded at an Open Meeting of the Society in’Aldeburgh
Parish Church at 3pm on Sunday 17 October. The adjudicators will comment on
the competition and also read a selection of their own work.

ALDEBURGH LUNCH

The Society's annual lunch, preceding the Crabbe Awards meeting, has becomg
a well-established tradition. It is open to members and their guests. Details
are as follows:

venue: The Brudenell Hotel, Aldeburgh

time/date: Sunday, 17 October - 12.15 for 12.45pm

on the menu: melon, roast turkey/vegetaria.n option, choice of'dessert and
coffee; also included is a glass of red/white wine or soft drink.

price: £10.95 per person

To book a place, please send a cheque - made out to the Suffolk Poetry Society
- to Catherine Dell, Doggers, 0ld London Road, Copdock, Ipswich IP8 3JF. Please
state if the vegetarian option is required, and please enclose a sae if you
require a receipt.

Closing date for bookings: Wednesday, 6 October




NEWS FROM MEMBERS

First of all, let me congratulate the Members who have done so well in the 1993
Crabbe Competition. Caroline Price, the winner, is a new member. Her name
appears regularly among the winners and runners-up in national poetry
competitions, John Watts has made a good start in the the Crabbe by taking the
S qgg Prize and also having a poem commended. Russell Bower, winner of the

: Prize, also won.Second Prize last year and had three poems commended.

Marguerite Wood again has a poem Commended as does David Brinded, another
new member.

Richard Maslen submitted four poems to the Norwich Writers' Circle Poetry
Competition this year. One was judged equal first and the other three are
included in the anthology, Yesterdaze (sicl) [I've always wanted to use that
Latinism! ed.] The adjudicator was George Szirtes and there were 400 entries.
Once again congratulations are in order.

Carmen Willcox has had published a beautifully produced book of her own poems
and illustrations, Luminarium: in search of the dream child. It is 8" x 6" and has
a spiral binding. The price is £2.50 from Carmen at Paradise Press, Paradise
Farm, Westhall, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8RH.

Jo Westren comes from Behind the Screens to appear in an anthology for schools
published by Nelson. The hundred poems selected came from four anthologies
produced over the years by Oasis.

Hugh McKinley tells me that a macabre poem, Pro-Mortuary, published in New
Reactions (Yoxford), has now been accepted by Poetry Now Eastern 1993
(Peterborough), their 4th annual anthology, published in August @ £11.99 hb with
a possible sb if we can help increase sales! Details from Hugh at Roseholme,
Curlew Green, Saxmundham, IP17 2RA. By commenting upon the absence of any
poetry and offering submissions, Hugh has established a regular Poet's Corner in
Suffolk Life, the monthly.magazine, and an occasional one in Woodbridge News.
- He says that SPS members' submissions are welcomed provided they do not
exceed 25 lines.

Marguerite Wood's new collection of poems, A Wall Cracks, should be out soon.
It is published by the National Poetry Foundation in paperback @ £5. Anyone rash
enough to order from Marguerite in advance (her words, not mine), will help her
to let the publisher know how many copies she will need for selling to SPS .
members. Her address is Sandy Hill, Sandy Lane, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4DJ.

Readers who read magazines from cover to cover will come across one of my
poems, St Mary's Churchyard, Helmingham, Suffolk, in the High Summer 1993
edition of The Countryman. Unfortunately, the editor has strengthened my claim
to obscurity omitting my poem from the table of contents.

That's all the news I've received or had time to manufacture for the present.
Please increase the flow before the next issue.

I loved compiling and producing 'Time for Verse'. The 'production' of poems
gave me abounding delight. It was good to find one's way slowly into the core
of the poem, to discover its shape, its rhythm, its tempo; to work into it until I
could almost feel the poet's own impulse before the blank paper. Robert Frost
wrote that a poem begins in delight and ends in wisdom. 'The figure is the same
as for love. 'l know of no greater objective delight than working with a reader
in order to let the poem speak itself unhindered. - Patric Dickinson: The Good
Minute -




FESTIVALS
ALDEBURGH POETRY FESTIVAL: 5-7 November 1991

Includes Wes Magee, Elizabeth Jennings, Jo Shapcott, Susan Wicks, Philip Gross,
David Scott, Harry Chambers, Elma Mitchell, Francis Jones, Ivan V Lalic, Dinah
Livingstone, Peter Scupham, Julio Valle-Castillo, Wendy Cope, Francis Jones,
Vyacheslave Kupriyanov, Dennis O'Driscoll, Iain Chrichton Smith, Tom Durham
reciting Wilfred Owen, Peter Porter on W H Auden, poetry workshops and a
poetry masterclass. Brochure from Michael Lasky, Goldings, Goldings Lane,
Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4EB.,

MAGAZINES

I intend to devote most of this space to an appeal on behalf of OUTPOSTS, the
quarterly which was founded by Howard Sergeant in 1944, a mainstream poetry
magazine to which I have subscribed for maany years. Unfortunately, OUTPOSTS
has never been in receipt of a large production grant, unlike Poetry Review
(£30,000), Agenda (£13,000), PN Review (£18,000), London Magazine (£22,000),
and has had to survive from its sales and subscriptions and the 60/70 hours per
week unpaid work of its editors. The recession has seen a drop in the UK
subscription list of roughly 600 which equals a loss of income of £7,000. There
areé no reserves and thus no money to print and distribute the next two issues
that are in typescript waiting to go to the printer (including one of my poems -
ed). Roland John, the editor, is trying to raise funds to keep going at least until
the 50th birthday next year. He says, 'if only the 20,000 that submitted their
80,000 poems each year bought a copy, not only would the magazine be bigger
and better but I could avoid these crises and do some real editing'. I do urge
anyone who does not subscribe to any literary magazine (though heaven forfend
there should be any such in SPS), or who only supports a single magazine, to put
in a subscription to this fine publication without delay. The editor is Roland John
and one year's subscription costs £12. As a special introductory offer, Roland is
offering one extra copy of the magazine free. So you get five instead of four.
Write to Hippopotamus Press, 22 Whitewell Road, Frome, Somerset. BA11 4EL,
THE WIDE SKIRT: Ed. Geoff Hattersley. £5 p.a. from 93 Blackhouse Road,
Fartown, Huddersfield. West Yorkshire HD2 1AP.THE RIALTO: £6 p.a. from 32
Grosvenor Road, Norwich NR2 2PZ. Contains new and established poets.

THE NEW WELSH REVIEW: poetry, stories, criticism, interviews, profiles, reviews
& comment. 'Committed to publishing the best Welsh writing in English.' £12 p.a.
from Dept of English, St David's University College, Lampeter, Dyfed SA48 7ED.
IOTA: a quarterly selection of recent poetry, edited from 67 Hady Crescent,
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S41 0EB. Single 75p; £3 p.a.

STAND: founded in 1952 by Jon Silkin: poetry, fiction, criticism & reviews.
Emphasis on the commitment on the part of the writer to his or her
environment. Single £2.95; £9.95 p.a.

A young poet can only learn his sedentary trade by reading, and writing. There
are many degrees of imitation, both of rhythm and vocabulary. I do not think
they can be dissevered but of the two I think a poet's rhythm is his trade-
mark. - Patric Dickinson: The Good Minute

POSTSCRIPT

Finally, if you want an up-to-date list of competitions please let me have an
sae and if you wish to comment on anything, or send me any news, please write
to 21 Sunningdale Drive, Felixstowe, IP11 9LE.

FRANK WOOD




