George Crabbe Poeltry
Competition 2026

Closing date:

Midnight, 20 February 2026
Adjudicator: Paul Stephenson

Paul Stephenson’s first collection ‘Hard Drive’ was published by
Carcanet in 2023. It was shortlisted for the Lambda Literary Award in
the US and UK’s Polari Book Prize. He was a Jerwood/Arvon mentee
and took part in The Aldeburgh Eight. He has an MA in Creative
Writing with Pedagogy (Poetry) from the Manchester Writing School.
He published three previous pamphlets: Those People (Smith/
Doorstop, 2015), which won the Poetry Business Pamphlet
competition, judged by Billy Collins; The Days that Followed Paris
(HappenStance, 2016), written after the November 2015 terrorist
attacks, and Selfie with Waterlilies (Paper Swans Press, 2017). He
grew up in Cambridge and studied modern languages. He recently
co-edited the ‘Ownership’ issue of Magma Poetry. He helps
programme Poetry in Aldeburgh.

First Prize: £500
Second Prize: £250
Third Prize: £100

plus Two Highly Commended Prizes of £50

All winning poems (including commended poems not attracting a
monetary prize) will be read, preferably by their authors, at a
celebratory Awards Event on 20 June 2026 (as part of the Suffolk Poetry
Society’s Festival) and will be included in Suffolk Poetry Society’s
Twelve Rivers magazine.

Entry fee: £5 for each poem.
Competition open to anyone who was either born, educated,

working or resident in Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex, or is a
Suffolk Poetry Society member.
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George Crabbe Poetry Competition Rules

« Entry to the competition is open to anyone who is either born, educated, working or resident in
Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex, or is a Suffolk Poetry Society member (see information below).

* Entries can be made online. Either go to https://suffolkpoetrysociety.org/ and follow the link
or use this Stripe link: https://buy.stripe.com/eVqcN4cs82AF2nJ7VzeMEQv.

*  Poems will be in English and a maximum of 40 (forty) lines.

* Poems must be the writer’s own work, not Al generated, not published, broadcast, on a website
or currently entered in any other competition.

* Each poem submitted by post must be typed on a separate sheet of A4 paper and submitted in
DUPLICATE along with the fee. The poet’s name must appear on one copy only.

* The adjudicator’s decision is final.

* No entrant can win more than one monetary prize.

* Only winners will be notified. Winners will be listed on the SPS website in April 2026 .
* The Press may also be notified of the winning poets and poems.

» Copyright of the poems remains with the poets, with permission to Suffolk Poetry Society to
publish any winning poem free of charge.

An application to join Suffolk Poetry Society, giving your full details plus the appropriate
membership subscription, can be made to: The Membership Secretary, 2 Brick Kiln Cottages,
Barratts Lane, Needham Market, IP6 8RZ

Subscription rates per annum: Single: £20, Joint (two at same address) £25, Junior £5
Alternatively, buy online at https://suffolkpoetrysociety.org/product/new-membership/

CLOSING DATE: to arrive with the Competition Secretary by
midnight, 20 February 2026.

Enter your poems online by using this Stripe link-
https://buy.stripe.com/eVqcN4cs82AF2nJ7Vze MEOv,

use the QR code, or go to _https://suffolkpoetrysociety.org/

and follow the link. Alternatively, post them using the form below.

I
IThe Competition Secretary,
|Camoquhill, London Road, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 9YR.

f\lAME:

IADDRESS:

I

I

[Telephone: Email:

ICheques payable to Suffolk Poetry Society £5 for each poem
Number of poems entered TOTAL FEE £:

: TOTAL PAID

Please indicate your connection to: Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex
Born Educated Live Work SPS Member

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I POSTCODE I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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